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Collect your information and materials
Stock up on romantic supplies

Build up your romantic supplies just after Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and Easter when there are many sales related to the holiday that just passed.  There are chocolates, stickers, unique candies, candles, small books, and many, many other items that you can stash away for emergencies.

A data sheet about her to keep on file

About him:

· Birthday:

· Birthplace:

· Birthstone:

· Day met:

· Anniversary:

· Other important dates:

· Clothing sizes:

· Ring finger size:

· Dream vacation spot:

· First section she reads in the paper:

· Favorite

· Author:

· Beverage:

· Book:

· Candy:

· Color:

· Dancing style:

· Dessert:

· Flower:

· Foods:

· Hobby:

· Ice cream:

· Jewelry:

· Magazine:

· Movie:

· Perfume:

· Poem:

· Scent:

· Singer:

· Song:

· Sport:

· Wine:

· Breakfast:

· Lunch:
· Dinner:
Figure out quietly how he defines romance
· What special times have the two of you spent together that he has particularly enjoyed?

· What special things have you done for him that particularly pleased him? 

· If he could have a wish come true, what would he wish for?

· What makes him feel special?

· Does he feel that he is your first priority?  If not, what can you do to help him know that?

· Does he think you are fun to be with?  Do you flirt with him?  What is his response?

· What was it that excited him about you?

· Does he feel that you would stand by him in anything?  If not, what can you do to instill that feeling in him?

Communicating romance

Anchors (rituals)
Romance anchors are rituals that help you maintain your commitment to the relationship.  Between work, kids, and other types of stress, you can quickly be overcome by events and neglect your sweetie.  An anchor can be an "I love you" every day, a hug and a kiss when you leave and return from work, a daily phone call, or a weekly walk together hand in hand.  Try making an anchoring list together.

Daily

· Learn to say, "I love you" in many languages and declare your love differently every day.

· Kiss and hug to start and end your day.

· Trade e-mails with updates on your day.

· Call to check in and say "I love you" just before the kids' naptime, and again just before leaving the office for home.

Weekly

· Prepare a meal together.

· Watch a video or movie together after the kids are asleep.

· Go to church together on Sundays.

· Work out together and encourage each other.

Welcoming her home after a long day

· Waiting at the end of the block is the ultimate form of flattery (maybe even with flowers)

· Make a special drink for her arrival.

· Have her favorite CD playing.

· Come out of the house and greet her at the car, helping with any packages.

· Greet her at the door with a kiss and a hug.

· As soon as she comes in, sit her down, take off her shoes, and rub her feet.

· Write a welcome-home note on the sidewalk or front porch with chalk.

· Present her with a small “just because” gift.

Non-verbally

Say "I love you" with your eyes
Learn to value his need for silence when he needs to feel your presence or simply observe you.  Without moving your lips, say “I love you” silently during eye contact with him.  Then extend the silent "l love you" to 

· "I really love you.”

· Then "I really, really love you."

· Then "I really, really, really love you."

· Then" I really, really, really, really love you. "

When you have reached six "reallys,” you have achieved some serious sensuous eye contact.  You can tell his slightly nervous but excited reaction.  Those extra seconds of eye contact speak romantic volumes.

Sign language

Come up with certain hand signals to say, "I love you" silently.  Once you have mastered the "I love you," you can move on to more difficult phrases by tugging on your ear, tapping your chin, rubbing your temple, and other signals. 

Love notes

Send them often for no reason at all.  Send them to him at home even if you live together.  

Getting ideas for the content

Make a list of all the little things you can intersperse throughout your love letters.  Be creative and specific but honest.  

· Read a couple of romance novels and pay attention to the descriptions used by the author.

· Look at love cards at stores and e-cards for ideas for homemade love letters.

Interesting items to include with the words

Blow up a balloon, write a message with a permanent marker, give it a minute or two to dry, and then let the air out before sending it.  Also consider feathers, matchbooks (symbolic of sparks, your flame, etc.), interesting leaves, pressed flowers, and packets of seeds.

Design of the stationery, seals, and stamps

Choose a color that says “you” but that will also be pleasing to her such as peach or blue.   For seals, check out sealing wax for envelopes or try pressing a kiss onto the envelope.  For stamps, choose stamps that say love – whether it's the word itself, a heart, etc.  Buy a roll of them.

When writing the love note itself

Start with the date.  Put it near the right-hand corner of the page.  

For the salutation, use the most endearing name you have ever called him.  Or be creative.  Or just use "Darling." 

For the body, use phrases instead of sentences.  Tell him you're thinking of him.  A few examples: “missing you," "Just want to let you know I'm thinking of you," "Remembering last night." 

Then tell him how much you look forward to being with him and how impatient you are.  Try something like: ''Can't wait to touch you again." If you're feeling a bit bolder, come up with something more sensuous, such as "Impatient for the scent of your skin." "Anxious to crush my lips against yours." 

Then add a closing: "Till then," "All my love," "Hugs and kisses," etc.  Use a different closing each time.  Even better would be a private phrase or reference that only the two of you share.  

Sign with your favorite pet name that he calls you.

Short love notes - examples

Here’s one you want to send to someone new, someone you've just met...or maybe want to meet. Have the waiter give this one to the lovely lady seated across the restaurant – write it on a napkin - send it over with a glass of wine (if that's what she's drinking) or a truffle.  Even if she's already engaged in another relationship, it will at least make her smile.

"My Dear Lovely Lady -

So delicate your manners,

So lovely your eyes...

Will you smile for me?

Waiting across the room,

The man who watches you!"

Maybe you know each other but you're not sure how to approach him - or how he might respond.  Be mysterious. And if you give him enough clues, he just may guess that it's you.

"Sweet (name),

Neighbor of mine

How long I have longed for . . .

Well, how about you?

A secret admirer"

If you're getting the silent treatment after an argument, try putting the communication back into your relationship with a fun little note:

"(name) Darling -

Of course you're right

(though maybe I am, too)

But let's not waste another moment apart.

Your man in waiting"

If she actually left you, a little note may be just the final romantic touch that will bring her back:

"(name) Baby -

No food no sleep

No thoughts except of you. .

Hurry back…

Ever & always,

Short unusual formats

Make lists to then share with her

· A top ten list of her caring behaviors

· A top ten list of what you appreciate in her

· A “100 Reasons why I love you” list

· A to-do list that she will see: On your regular to-do list each day, which you might leave in a place where it will be seen, include things like, “Hug (her name),”  “Kiss (her name),” “Tell (her name) how cute she is.”

Personalized word puzzles

Just think of the fun you could have coming up with words that have symbolism and meaning to your relationship.  You could put in the name of the first restaurant you had dinner at together, a city where you had a romantic getaway or pet names you have for each other.  How about your favorite color, author, or flavor of ice cream?  For more obscure words and clues, search through old photo albums and scrap books.  There are bound to be dozens of ideas that will come to mind.  The photos might help you remember details.

Jigsaw puzzles

Find a cardboard box and cut off one of the sides.  Then draw a simple jigsaw pattern onto the box.  Try to make enough of a design for 15-20 pieces.  Before you cut up the pieces, write one quality that you appreciate about him on each individual piece.  Then cut out all the pieces, put them in an envelope, and mail your puzzle to him.

Crossword puzzles

Make a crossword puzzle in which the words and clues all have to do with the relationship that you two share.

Codes for texting

1 - You're #1 in my life

99 - I want to snuggle with you

25 - Kisses

411 - Call me when you can

143 - I love you (count the letters in each word)
Secret codes

It is easy to come up with codes.  You can use the standard 1=A, 2=B, 3+C, etc., or you can use a system that’s more complicated.  For a complicated code, send the key to the code at a different time.  You can mail the coded message, fax it to him at work, put it in a book he reads, or send it to his pager.  You may want to cut out letters from magazines or newspapers to address the letter or fax so he won’t recognize your handwriting.

Buy an ad in a printed publication

Place ad in a publication to tell her that you love her.  It might even be in the program of a play that you take her to.  Check on the classified rates.  Ask about special rates for holidays like Valentine’s Day, Christmas, or New Year’s.

A “Today I love you because…” box

Leave daily messages for him in an old wooden recipe card box.  Take a wood burner and on top of it burn his name and a picture of some flowers.  Then on the front, burn the words “Today I love you because…"

Every day make a 4 x 6 card that starts with 'Today I love you because. . ." Some reasons can be funny, and some can be serious.  Before you leave the house every morning, leave a card somewhere he will find it, like in the refrigerator, etc.  This exercise will force you to think hard every day about why you really do love him today.

On a scroll

Informal

To make your scroll, use either a receipt roll or paper roll from an adding machine.  Start at the loose end of the roll and then write down romantic quotes, loving thoughts, or anything else.  Keep this project a secret.  When you’ve finished, wrap each end of the scroll around a dowel cut to size, and then, when you give it as a gift, plan on reading it through together.

Formal

Write a contract of love.  Use a nice paper such as parchment.  If you're using a computer, pick a fancy typestyle.  Some things you can put in it are; "I promise to talk and work out your problems, I promise to always be faithful, etc.”  Both of you can sign it, but it would be more of a gift if only you signed it.  Roll it up, tie a ribbon on it and perhaps lay it on her pillow.
On a giant Valentine’s card (any day of the year)

Create your own giant Valentine card, regardless of the day of the year.  You will need:

· One piece of white or red poster board

· A bag of candy hearts (the kind with little sayings on them, like "Hug Me")

· Markers in various colors

· Scissors

· Colored construction paper

· Glue

· Heart-shaped doilies

· Ribbon

Arrange the candy hearts in a heart shape in the center of your card and glue them to the poster.  In the middle write a short Valentine poem using the markers.  Cut paper hearts out of construction paper by folding the paper in half, and cutting out a half-heart shape.  Unfold the paper.  Glue paper hearts and dollies to the poster.  Continue decorating with ribbons (the curly kind look nice), markers, cutouts, glitter, etc.  Have it delivered to her workplace, or tape it to her front door.

Message in a bottle

Age a piece of parchment paper by using a brewed teabag and rubbing it onto the paper.  Singe the edges of the paper for added effect.  Write a love story or note as if you are away at sea and are desperate to express your love.  You might use the poem "Meeting at Night."  Calligraphy is a nice touch if you know how.  You may even want to include a treasure map for a surprise gift.  On the back of your letter write the following message: "If you find this bottle, please forward it to my love (list his address)."

Roll the paper tightly around a pencil and remove the pencil, tie it with light, tattered twine, and drop into a wine bottle that you've removed all the labels from and cleaned.  While any old bottle will do, you might want to shop or rummage around for one that is really interesting or at least would make a nice bud vase.  Try looking for a dark-blue wine bottle to put on the table with a few flowers in them.  The reason for picking out a nice bottle is that it is likely going to be kept as a memento of the wonderful romantic surprise you pulled off.  Or, any bottle will do if you think he will have to break the bottle to get to the message.

Cork and hide the bottle where it is unlikely for anyone else to discover it (but ideally on a shore of some kind), and then take him on a picnic or walk for him to "discover" the mysterious bottle in the water.  You could also be more pragmatic and pack it in a box.  Have a friend place it outside his door, or use a mailing service such as UPS or Federal Express that will forward your message to your beloved.
A thank-you note

Write her a love note after you've had a particularly wonderful time on a date.  Tell her what fun you had.  In a second paragraph, add something that speaks of your appreciation in more personal terms.  It's also romantic to send a little note of appreciation for no reason except that you're glad she's with you.

A congratulatory note

If he accomplishes something special, write her a congratulatory letter.

Other short formats

· E-mail

· Post-its
· A drawing

· A child’s valentine card (the miniature cards)

Creating longer love letters

They can be persuasive, informative, or apologetic.  Common aspects:

· A loving personal greeting (as intimate as possible);

· A mention of her one in each paragraph (about missing her, or remembering something wonderful about her, or hoping for something to come);

· A loving closing paragraph (as intimate as possible); and

· an intimate signature;

For these longer letters, you'll want to use at least some actual sentences.  Break it up now and then with a phrase or clause used as a sentence.  At least once every third paragraph, name something that you miss about her.  Think of it as interspersing little love notes throughout.   

This keeps the focus on her and lets her know that you truly do think of her.

Tell her about life before her - how empty it was.  Tell her how much she's changed your life, your thoughts, your feelings, etc.  Mention all those ways she's special to you.  Say things you're afraid to say out loud.

Be sure to ask her what she's been doing.  Mention how you like to picture her: sitting in her favorite chair, etc.  Be sure to say that you're anxious to be with her again and that you miss her.

Journal style

Example:

"Tuesday, 10:47pm

Darling-

……………….

………………

……………..

“Thursday, 9:30 pm

……………….

………………

……………..

“Friday, 2 pm

……………….

………………

……………..

Love, (name)”

Fun places to leave written messages 

Master bedroom

· bed pillow 

· underwear drawer

· rolled-up socks

· the book he’s currently reading
· shoes

· the alarm clock (he’ll feel loved right from the start of the day)

· glow-in-the-dark chalk on the walls (the fatter and larger drawings show up better); the chalk can then be scrubbed off quickly

On mirrors, windows, and appliances

Crayola washable markers, dry-erase markers, old lipstick, and bars of soap are great writing utensils for your sonnets, love notes, and stick figures.  With a variety of colors, you can draw all sorts of pictures on glass or on a metal canvas, such as for the surfaces of metal appliances.

Invisible messages on foggy mirrors

Use Rain-X anti-fog (found in automotive stores) on the mirror.  Squirt a little on a cotton swab and write or draw something on the mirror and the message will magically appear when the mirror fogs up.  If you can’t steam up the bathroom mirror, there are other ways to leave a message.  Try using an old tube of lipstick or a bar of soap.

On the stairs

Stair risers: Use pushpins or tape to write out messages on each vertical slab of each step going up the stairs.

Master bathroom

· On the mirror

· In a rolled-up towel

· On the toilet paper roll

· Unroll about a hundred feet of toilet paper and write a little message on the paper.  Roll it up for five feet and add another message, and repeat.  Keep the messages simple and not too flowery.
Kitchen

· cupboards 

· lunchbox

· food packages

· magazines

· groceries 
· Write messages on the groceries for him to find while he's cooking.  Use a knife to draw a heart in the butter or cream cheese.  Write, "I love you" on the pasta box and "always and forever" on the jar of sauce.  On the laundry detergent draw a heart with your names on it. 
· raincoat pockets

· Hide cards for a rainy day.  It may be awhile until it is found though.  Any love note is good, but the impact is strongest when hidden so it will be found when it is needed most.  

Laundry

Once she has hung everything in the closet, put a little slip of paper in one of the pockets.

· "Inspected by (your name), he loves you!"

· To have this garment re-inspected, call (your name)

· This garment comes with a bonus kiss, collect from (your name)

· The inspector of this garment cares - about YOU!

Her computer at home

· Change her screen saver to a marquee that has a loving message.

· If you have a microphone, change or add greetings that will sound whenever she logs on or off or does some other function.

· Scan a photograph of the two of you to be used as the wallpaper on your computer.

· Create notes all throughout her computer system and name them with file names such as “iloveyou” or “lookhere” so that they will catch her eye and she will open them.

Outside your house

On your property

· windshield (make sure to put it in a plastic zipper bag in case of rain) 

· inside her car

· the sidewalk

· Use glow-in-the-dark chalk to write romantic messages.  The glowing properties only last an hour or so after it is no longer exposed to light.  Or you can use regular chalk and then go for a romantic walk with a flashlight.
At her office

· Send a card to her office and address it to “The Hot Body” or “The Foxy Babe” or “The Sexy Lady” – in c/o of her name.

· Go to her office when he’s not there, and using a packet of yellow sticky notes, write out about a dozen short messages and hide them all throughout his workspace.  Put some in a rolodex, under a water bottle, inside a phone cradle, on the paper tray of the printer, etc.

· Make a photocopy of your hand and mail or fax it to her at work so he can "hold your hand" while you are apart.

· Leave a loving message on her voice-mail at night so that she will hear your voice first thing in the morning when she arrives at work.

· Secretly decorate her door or some other place with dozens of little Valentine's Day cards, each with a special message.  It works better if it’s not Valentine’s Day since it would then show more caring.  Visit a local card shop in the six weeks that lead up to Valentine's Day and you're bound to find boxes of Valentine's Day cards for kids.  

At vacation destinations

Mail postcards, letters, or packages to the location where you will be visiting.   

Ways to present invitations or gifts
Formal invitations

The next time you arrange for a special date or a fun little picnic, send her a formal invitation with an RSVP.  Formal invitations are centered on the page and often written in the third person.  But pet names and private language add to the fun.  For an added flair for a dinner at home, prepare a written menu to present at the meal. Be sure to take care of all the preparations: shopping, setting up, cooking, and cleaning up afterward.

Surprising him
over the phone

Call him up and pretend you’ve never met him.  Tell him that a mutual friend gave you his number and that you want to invite him on a blind date.  Plan where and when to meet.  Describe yourself and what you will wear and ask him to describe himself.  And when you meet, carry the charade as far as you dare.  Let him know you want to get to know him better, that you enjoy his company, that you'd like to see him again soon, etc.

in person

Plan to surprise him when he's off by himself.  Casually "run into" him one day when he's out shopping or off on his own, or wait for him after work and approach him in his office parking lot.  Try to pick him up as if you don't know him.  Tell him you've been watching him from across the room (or across the street) and you couldn't resist coming over to meet him.  Offer to take him somewhere and buy him a drink.  Tell him your lover is away for the night and you'd like him to come over.

Puzzles

Jigsaw

First create an invitation using a word processor.  Use different font types, colors, and sizes to jumble the look of the invitation as much as possible. Then cut up the page into jigsaw puzzle-like pieces and deliver them to her.

Crossword

Fax a homemade crossword puzzle to her.  Once she solves it, she is instructed to fill in the blanks at the bottom of the sheet with words from the puzzle.  It could read, 

"W i l l   y o u   h a v e   d i n n e r   w i t h   m e   o n   F r i d a y?"

Poetry and songs

Write him a poem and send it in the mail. Or write a love song - and sing it to him at a well-chosen moment.  If you're too shy to sing it in person, put it on his answering machine or on an mp3 file.

A secret-admirer message

Pen a secret-admirer message to him.  As long as it is in your handwriting, it won’t really be a secret, but you can try to write messily.  Mail the note to him at work or place it somewhere in the house or car where he is certain to find it.  If you are able to arrange it, have the note direct your sweetheart to meet his “secret admirer” at a particular location and time.  It could be for lunch, a cocktail, a romantic weekend at a nearby hotel, a stroll through the park, or something else.

Fliers / Mail circulars
She's the grand-prize winner! 

Send her a typed note saying she has won a trip for two - even if it's just a night for two at the big hotel up the highway.

Junk-mail advertisement
Send her a junk mail flier promoting yourself as a primo lover, cook, handyman, whatever it is you want to be.  Be sure to note that you're sending it to a very elite clientele of one.
The automatic garage door

Go into your garage and tie a three-foot long string onto the bottom handle of the garage door.  On the other end of the string attach the invitation, a card, or lightweight (non-breakable) gift.  When he hits the opener, the card will magically rise from the floor to greet him as he arrives.  Maybe even tie balloons, streamers, and other festive items to the bottom of the door too.  You could even create a banner that would run the entire length of the door.

A friendship ball / box

Find a nice, small hollow ball or box that can be opened and shut.  The friendship ball is almost like a “hot potato.”  Put a little treasure inside and place it somewhere for your love to find.  Then it is her turn to fill it up and give it back to you.  

With long pieces of string

Tie the big gift to one end of a ball of string and then run the string all throughout your house while tying small items to it along the way.  You could run the string through a made-up bed and out the other side, etc.  When you are ready, present her with the other end of the string.

Scavenger or treasure hunts 

Choose your clues.  You may want to use rhymes, word puzzles, electronic devices, video messages, or physical objects.  Your clue locations can be around the house or around town.  Consider timing, especially if driving distances are involved.  Make sure the places will be open during the scavenger hunt.  

Distribute the clues in the reverse order that he will collect them.  That way if there’s a glitch and you can’t leave a card somewhere, you can revise or leave out a clue.  Pick places that he is familiar with.  It’s easier to make up clues that way.  Small one or two-person shops are better than large ones because you know you’ll be talking to the same person that will greet him.  If you are entrusting clues to strangers, put a small picture of your significant other on the back of each card so he will be easily recognized.  If the gift at the end is a picnic, maybe have a friend lay it out in advance while you are helping him solve the clues.  If it is a treasure hunt, include a map where he will have to walk a certain number of paces.

Using homemade cake

First bake a small cake for her.  Of course it should be one of her favorites.  When the cake has baked and cooled, tie one end of a small ribbon around the gift and gently insert it into the cake.  Then frost and decorate the cake.  Make the remainder of the ribbon part of the decoration or tie it in a bow and rest it on top of the cake.  When you are serving this dessert, you simply have her pull the ribbon to reveal her present.

Under his pillow

Chocolates, mints, pajamas, love notes, love poems, rose petals, ankle bracelets, etc.

Using balloons

A floating balloon to send a message

Take a helium balloon and write your message on two sides with a fat marker (since the balloon is likely to twist around).  Take the balloon to his office or a room where he usually is at home and float it up to the window where he is most likely to see it.  This is also the perfect idea in case you are ever in the position where you need to say, “I’m sorry.”

100 balloons filled with love

Write out 100 different things you love about her on little slips of paper.  Have one thing per card.  Then get a total of 100 balloons – some pink, some red, and some white.  Put a card in each balloon, blow them up, and put them all in her car.  You may want to put a gift (or an invitation) instead of paper in one of the balloons as a surprise.

Reminders about your invitation

This multiplies the anticipation.  Just don’t make the reminder more romantic than the date itself.  The reminder might be a poem, a piece of chocolate, a card, or a flower.  You could even send clues in advance if it is a mystery date.

Gifts themselves
Listen and watch for the clues as to what he might want.  Notice what he pampers himself with.  Does he admire a certain item somewhere in passing?  Does he say, “Wouldn’t this look good in our ____ room?”

Be sure to use gifts that he gives to you even if you don’t like it.

Wrapping the gifts

If you include some nuts and bolts inside a small container, it gives an excellent rattle sound.  Adding a piece of wood or another object when wrapping eliminates the boring box shape.  If you’re really brave, you might try a bottle filled with water – imagine the surprise when the package sloshes!

Creative types of wrapping paper

· A large piece from a brown paper bag (instead of taping it closed, use sealing wax)

· Pages from the Victoria's Secret catalog for wrapping lingerie

· Old wall calendar (for watches/clocks)

· Travel posters (ask a travel agent)

· The Sunday comics

· A personalized picture or artwork created on your computer

· White butcher paper personally decorated with crayons

· Colored plastic wrap

· Greatly enlarged photocopy of a photograph

· Pages of your children's artwork

· Vintage movie posters

When she is not feeling well

The uplifting tissue box

If she is batting the sniffles, whether it is from a cold or pollen, this is an opportune time to give a little extra love.  Disassemble the box and remove a handful of tissues.  Write encouraging, uplifting, and somewhat silly messages on several of them and return them to the box.  Glue the box back together.  She will pull out that first message and will instantly forget the pain or ache.

A get-well basket

You can use practically anything for a "basket." A decorative bowl, a watering can, a candy dish, or any item you can find or buy to put items in.  If you want to go a step beyond, you can decorate the “basket" with balloons, streamers, ribbons, cut-out hearts, or whatever might bring a little extra cheer.  Below is a list of possible items you can put in your get-well basket that will have your sweetheart feeling better immediately.

· Get-well card (perhaps handmade)

· Some flowers (from the garden or florist)

· Magazine(s) he likes

· New book

· Some tea bags or gourmet coffee

· Fresh lemon and a small jar of honey to help soothe a sore throat

· Fresh fruit

· Rag doll

· Stuffed animal
· Doctored-up box of tissues
Prescription for happiness

Pharmacies are usually very agreeable to making up prescription labels with whatever you want printed on them (for free).  The pharmacy can put a small gift in a pill container, and seal it all up in a pharmacy bag.  Example:

DR: Feelbetter

Patient: Mia Hartstirn

Instructions: (You choose.)

Other ideas:
· Wash and rub her feet with a hot washcloth.

· Slowly around her face with a pencil.  It doesn’t leave a mark, and it’s relaxing.

Jellybeans and blindfolded taste tests

Blindfold her and feed her various flavors.  For each flavor guessed correctly, she wins a prize (a kiss, a five-minute massage, a one-minute back scratch). For each flavor guessed incorrectly, she loses a prize (or has to give you a prize).  To make it a little easier, you can give her two chances to guess the flavor.  If she gets it on the first try, she gets a better prize than if she guesses it on the second.  To make the game even more interesting, you can combine jellybeans to make unique flavors, and use a different scoring system that rewards the greater challenge.

A box for her own romantic ideas

Decorate it with hearts and flowers; the prettier the better, or buy one from a department store.  Put it in the bedroom away from prying eyes but somewhere you won't forget.  Let her know where it is and what it's for. She can put her own romantic ideas in it. Check it periodically; pick an idea and do it.

Flowers

A single red rose

Personally deliver a single red rose to his door.  This can be the start of a romantic date, an unexpected visit, or an apology.  Hand it to him with something along the lines of, "Here is a token of my love.”

Floral sachets for her dresser drawers

Buy her scented sachets, and give her an assortment of colors and scents.  Or, you can buy differently designed ones all in her favorite color or scent. You can wrap them and set them on the dresser to find.  

Gold roses

Purchase artificial roses and “gold planting” spray paint from a craft store.  Spray paint the roses and wrap them in a flower box for her.

Planting a flower garden

Perhaps for your 4th anniversary, in which the gift is flowers, plant a flower garden in your front yard for him.  You could plant the flowers so that they will spell “I ♥ U” in the spring.  

For Christmas

Poinsettias and mistletoe

Flowers easy 

Pick up an inexpensive prepackaged bouquet at the grocery store and remove the plastic.  Wrap the flowers together with a festive ribbon.

A flower that will never die

Get one made of metal, leather, wood or glass.  Put a ribbon on it and put it on her pillow to find.  Try leather stores, department stores that sell china, or craft shows.

A bouquet with a special meaning

Include a love note that explains the special arrangement you have created and the meaning of the particular flowers.  Your thoughtfulness will be even more appreciated than the flowers themselves.
Showering him with roses

Sneak into his house and make a trail of Hershey's kisses from his front door to his bathroom. Hang a dozen roses from the showerhead.  Leave a note that reads, "I kiss the ground you walk on and shower you with roses."
Rose petals in a hot-drawn bath

Visit the florist and ask for red roses before they're arranged or even taken out of the delivery containers. These are just what you want to use to cover the floor with rose petals.  You can sprinkle them around the room and have a romantic dinner with candles and soft music.  Or you can leave a trail through the house leading to a warm bath with some of the petals floating in it.

Re-creating her wedding bouquet

The most romantic flowers of all are the ones she included in her wedding bouquet.  If there is a special occasion or anniversary on the horizon, present her with a bouquet of flowers just like the ones she carried down the aisle.  Sift through your wedding album for a photo of her bridal bouquet.  Make a photocopy of the picture and take it along with the original to a florist so they can re-create the arrangement your bride held on your very special day.  Let the florist look at the original picture for clarity and then let them keep the photocopy as they assemble the arrangement.  Be sure to safely return the original photograph back into the album.

Present the bouquet to your wife and watch the tears flow.  There are some florists that can freeze-dry the bouquet so that it will last for years to come.  If you want to pull out all the stops, you can also have the top layer of your wedding cake re-created and find the music played at the ceremony.

Five ways to give preserved flowers

1. If he were to give you flowers as a gift, take some of the flowers and press them between sheets of wax paper in the pages of a dictionary or other large book.  It will take several weeks or months for the flowers to properly flatten and dry, but the results will be worth it. Then you may want to frame the blossoms behind glass, create a card and glue them on the front or iron them between two pieces of laminating paper to be preserved forever.
2. You can also remove the blossoms from their stems and dry them to make potpourri.  There are several ways to dry whole flowers or just the peals. You can do it with an oven, microwave, silica crystals (found in craft stores), or simply air-dry them. You may want to check out a book from the library that would give instructions on drying flowers and perhaps a book that would give some recipes on making potpourri. You can put in whole spices like cinnamon and cloves or dried orange peels for additional fragrance.  Many craft stores sell oils that can be added to dried petals for an array of smells.
3. You can also make a dried flower arrangement of a floral gift that he might have given to you.  Again, you may want to consult a book on how to dry flowers.  Dry whole flowers by hanging them upside down in a dark dry closet for a couple of weeks.  Begin the process before the petals begin to fall off the flowers.  Once the flowers are dry, arrange them and put them in a vase.  You can buy an ordinary vase or search flea markets or antique stores for an old teapot or brass pot to go with your arrangement. 

4. Save all of the petals of the flowers he gave you and return them in a crystal bowl or vase.
5. Imagine the reaction you would get if on the night you asked your girlfriend to become your wife, you presented her with the first flower she had given to you two or three years earlier (or from one marriage anniversary a long time ago to the one coming up).  So, if she ever gives you flowers, be sure to preserve them for future use.
Romantic stock

Giving equity shares of certain companies can be romantic – Hershey (HSY), Victoria’s Secret (IBI), USA Floral (ROSI).  Purchase enough shares of a “romantic stock” to enroll in the Direct Stock Purchase Plan (DSPP) and qualify for free dividend reinvestment.  That way, when the company pays out a quarterly dividend, more shares are purchased and the account builds over time.  With a DSPP the company holds the shares and sends you updates on a monthly or quarterly basis.  You can also add to it by making small additional payments and helping to grow your value over time.  You don't have to have a brokerage account; some companies will let you invest directly either through a DSPP or Dividend Reinvestment Plan (DRIP).  If the cost of a DSPP or DRIP is not in your budget, you can still buy a share to give to her and have it framed.  The website for romantic stocks is http://www.oneshare.com.

Romance coupons

Make a homemade coupon booklet for him that’s full of all sorts of treats.  To create your own coupons you can modify these, fill a page with them, print out a coupon sheet and give it to him.  Another option is to get some 3" x 5" cards, fill out a dozen or so and give those to him.  One more idea is to use a small notepad and fill in each sheet as a coupon.  He can then just tear off a page to redeem it.  Example

	(his name)’S   ROMANCE   COUPON

Redeem this coupon for

(put a specific activity here)

At your choice of date, place, and time before the expiration date of

__ __ / __ __ / 20 __ __




· Possible activities: A night at the ballet/orchestra, a candlelit dinner, a picnic, movie tickets, washing of his car, back rub, dinner at your favorite restaurant, adventure dinner at an ethnic restaurant, walk in the park, a new car (rented for the day or weekend), dinner and dancing, serenade of his favorite song, a new book from his favorite author, a new CD from his favorite artist, flowers, candles, a teddy bear, renting of a favorite video, an evening playing his favorite game, a box of his favorite chocolates, share of stock in a romance company (like Victoria’s Secret or Hershey’s), subscription to his favorite magazine, shampooing of his hair, hugs, kisses, etc. 

Scrapbooks

Of your relationship with her

Create a scrapbook of movie ticket stubs, pictures, love notes, and other keepsakes.  Include a paragraph or two that describes each event.  Then box and wrap the album and give it to her.

Of her life

You will need to secretly obtain as many addresses and phone numbers of past and present friends & schoolmates, coworkers, and family. If your spouse is the kind of person who doesn't mind, sneaking through address books is one way to obtain the contacts. Also, you may want to recruit a close friend or relative to help you with your mission.  Either in a phone call or letter ask the people you contact if they would please contribute something memorable toward the upcoming special occasion.  It could be old photographs, a story, something from a scrapbook, a note of congratulations, or letters about what she means to them.  Also, ask them to pass the word along to anyone who may have known the person you will be honoring.  For secrecy, you will need to have all the correspondence mailed to you at a location where it will not be seen by you-know-who.  

Once you have received all the interesting tidbits, you will have to decide how to present them.  You may want to use a scrapbook, or you may want to read the letters one by one and not say the contributor’s name until the end.

Toasting glasses

Go to a craft store and buy some etching paste and etching utensils.  Decorate the glasses with glow-in-the-dark stars.  Then put etching paste all over the glass (using gloves and a popsicle stick) and then let it sit for five minutes before rinsing.  After rinsing, remove the stars, and the result will be nicely frosted glasses except where the stars were.  For the pitcher, apply etching stencils of moons, stars, and etching letters to spell out a message.

Photographs

· A framed romantic photo of the two of you or just you

· Suggest dark clothing so that your face will stand out.  Generally, you’ll be better off with a “head-and-shoulders” shot in which the hands don’t show.  When using a flash, stay a few feet away from the wall to minimize dark shadows. 

· Of the two of you on a credit card 

· Most credit-card companies have this option.

· Puzzles
· Go to a craft store and buy a blank puzzle.  Draw your own message or picture on the puzzle and then take it apart before presenting it to him.  Another source for puzzles is a photo-developing company that will turn photographs into puzzles.

· Picturesque calendars of you two

· Give him a 12-month calendar in which each month’s page has a separate photo of you two.

Framed earrings

Blow up a picture of her face to 5x7.  Buy a shadow-box picture frame (there is space between the glass and the photo), and drill holes through her ears in the photo.  Mount the studs in the ears and wrap the frame.

A writing box

Consider giving her a box filled with wonderful writing objects.  Here are a few suggestions of items: a fountain pen, different colors of ink, sealing-wax sticks, a sealer, personalized stationery, embosser with her name or initials, LOVE stamps, ink blotter, and a desk set.

A bubble bath or indoor rainforest retreat

Bubble bath 

l. Make sure the tub is clean.

2. Put out clean towels.

3. Fill the bath with hot water and bubbles or bath salts.

4. Place candles around the room for effect.

5. Pour a glass of his favorite wine or beverage.

6. Place his favorite magazine or book within reach along with a hand towel to dry his hands before reading.

7. Fix a plate of his favorite snack.

8. Set up a CD with soothing music.   

9. Unplug the phone.

10. Disappear for an hour and let him enjoy the peace and quiet.

Some things you might need: bubble bath gel, body lotion, bath oils or herbs, scented candles, a bath net, soothing music, chocolates, fresh fruit, a bath pillow, relaxing fragrances, a natural sponge such as a loofah, book of poetry, a large glass of lemonade or water, and a comfortable robe.

Bringing the rainforest indoors

Fill your bathroom with as many plants as you can.  Bring in your music box and play your tape or CD of bird songs, thunder and rain, jungle noises, waves crashing or tropical music.  With some duct tape and a clean dustpan, you can easily transform your showerhead into a waterfall.  Replace the regular light bulbs with blue and green bulbs.  Bring in some candles with tropical scents such as coconut, pineapple, and mango.  Also have plenty of fresh drinking water, coconut water perhaps, and fresh fruit.  Have salts for the water and massage oil and lotion.

A different type of bubble bath

Go to a packing store and buy enough Styrofoam peanuts or pellets to fill up a bathtub, at least halfway.  By placing the peanuts or pellets in the bathtub, you give the illusion of a bubble bath. Next, you can "float" the gifts on top of the "bubbles."  Or, you can buy a rubber ducky and a little sailboat and float those and "sink" the other gifts below for her to find.  Maybe you can cap this all off with a line of Styrofoam peanuts from the front door to the bathtub for her to follow.

A washable blanket for outdoors

Try to get his favorite color or style, (like, country or Victorian), wrap it in pretty paper with a nice bow or buy a coordinating gift bag to put it in.  When you give it to him, tell him it’s your romance “blankie.”  Anytime he wants to sit under the stars, go on a picnic or watch the fireworks, you can use it together.

Poetry

Good books

· Love Poems from the Japanese, Edited by Rexroth and Hamill

· Passionate Hearts; compiled and Edited by Wendy Maltz

· 100 Love sonnets (Exile classics series), Pablo Neruda

· The 100 Best Love Poems of All Time, Edited by Leslie Pockell;

· One Thousand and One Arabian Nights (Oxford Story Collections), Edited by Geraldine McCaughrean (it’s not poetry but might make for good bedside reading)

Magnet bag for refrigerator poetry

Purchase a bag of magnetic children’s letters (usually found in the toy department).  Next, go to a gift shop to buy a magnetic-poetry kit, which usually has close to 100 complete words with magnetic backing.  Then go to the office supply store and purchase a pack of twenty-five magnetic backs for business cards.  They cost about five dollars.  Measure the magnetic pieces and create the appropriate margins in your word-processing program so that you can type up extra words like articles, pronouns, suffixes, prefixes, etc.  To cut the printed words from their sheets, use clear shelving paper and an X-Acto knife.  Finally, rummage up a little box and put all the pieces inside.  Create a label on the computer that says “More Than Words” and put it on the box.

Private poetry recital

Memorize a romantic poem, recite it aloud, and then present the printed poem in a rolled-up scroll.
Submit your poetry about her to a publication

Quietly submit poems about her to a publication.  If it is published, share it.

A personalized coloring book for him
Take a sheet of paper and write down the most significant, memorable, and happy experiences you have had since you were married.  Once you have about thirty ideas, sketch them on plain white paper.  Even stick figures can get an idea across.  Once you finish doodling all the scenes with pencil, trace over them with a black felt-tip pen, and write what the occasion was just in case the drawing is so bad that he won’t be able to decipher the event.  Emphasize the childlike look of the book by writing with your other hand.  Once the sketches are complete, draw a cover and take them to a copy store and have the pages duplicated on heavy paper and then bound.  Give it to him with a pack of crayons.

Chocolates

Bring her fancy chocolate, even if it is just one small nugget, as well as chocolate-covered strawberries.
Fun with Hershey kisses and hugs

· Put a handful in tissue paper and tie it with a bow.

· Fill a mug with them.

· Decorate a cake or cookies with them.

· Fill a gift box with them and bury a smaller gift inside for a kiss treasure hunt.

· Paste them on a poster board-sized Valentine’s Day card.

· Use them to write out romantic messages and shapes.

· Hide a note or a "kiss" in the box of bandages.

Other things for the house
· Do home improvements if needed.  Work on one project at a time and ask for her opinion.
· Make her a romantic area in the yard.

· Romantic lights: Fireplaces (or gas-fired fireplaces), candles, a light dimmer in the dining room
· Buy a chair-and-a-half – A chair and a half is an extra-wide and extra-long chair that can fit two average-size people.  Some call it a double chaise.

Other gift ideas

· A special treat for her when you go to the grocery store

· Surprises in the cereal box: Small pieces of candy, small cards, etc.

· Jewelry

· Perfume and a perfume bottle

· Taking care of things so he has free time

· A pampering basket full of the items listed in the bubble bath section

· Gift certificate for a massage, facial, or other pampering

· Art

· A gift fruit basket

· A dress in her favorite color

· A sweet book, such as Bear Hugs; by Karma Wilson and Suzanne Watts
· A lottery ticket or raffle ticket, especially when the jackpot is huge
· A Netflix subscription or other movies
· Personalized romance novels - http://www.yournovel.com and http://www.booksbyyou.com/ 

· Something red for his phone (a hotline direct to your heart)

· A singing love-o-gram through the neighborhood children - “All You Need is Love,” etc.
· Purchase a do-it-yourself Monopoly game kit or buy a Monopoly game. Create a Monopoly game based on your relationship and places you have been together.
· A surprise cleaning of her car – a quick oil change, lube job, car wash, wax, vacuum, a full tank of gas, and a mushy card taped to the steering wheel

Splurge crazily every now and then

Give her five dozen carnations, send her twenty humorous romantic cards, use a whole roll of film taking pictures of her in your favorite outfit, or give her five pounds of her favorite chocolate.
Dining

Two of you, one…

· Plate (especially of spaghetti)

· Maybe re-enact “Lady and the Tramp” with no utensils.

· Soda with two drinking straws

· Person being fed by the other

· Person planning the date while the other simply has to show up

Dining out

If you have already picked a restaurant, go there in advance without her.  Check the lighting, the music, and the noise level.  There should be small, intimate rooms and not a barn-like place.  Tables should be well-spaced for intimate conversation.  Check the temperature too.  Be sure that you can linger over your meal and won't be rushed.  Suggest something in particular for her to wear from her closet (like a favorite dress that you like).  For afterwards, is there a scenic spot or drive in your area, a place to do some slow dancing, or a quiet little spot for a nightcap?
General ideas

· Pretend to kidnap him and take him someplace he has not been before - such as an exotic restaurant.

· Rent a limo one night for dining out and dancing.

· Go to the most romantic restaurant in town.

· Bring flowers to the restaurant in advance and have the waiter deliver them after dessert.

· Arrange to have the musicians play “your song.”

· Pretend to go to the restroom and give the waiter some jewelry or other present to be hidden in the dinner rolls.

· Go to the restaurant where you went on your first date (or proposed to her).

· Have the host slip a special note or card in the menu.

· Work with the chef in advance to prepare her favorite dish.

· Create a fake menu that includes made-up dishes that have some sort of inside meaning or funny story.

· Arrange to have the waiter bring a small gift or card with every course.

Spa-at-home and dinner out

Make a date with her for dinner and say that you are in charge of all preparations and instruct her to be "not ready" two hours early.  Before going over, go to the pharmacy and pick up bubble bath, shampoo, and bright red nail polish.  Bring a bag with all the clothes and a bag with all the fixings.  Give her the bottle of bubble bath and send her off to the bathroom to begin. Have her run a very hot bath and got in.  While she soaks, go to her closet and select your favorite dress of hers.  Lay it out with all the accessories she will need.  Then give her a shampoo when she is ready, deep conditioning, and a rinse.  By the time you are finished, she will be feeling quite relaxed.  Then paint her nails.  It's harder than it looks.  Bring some nail polish removal. While the polish dries, massage her neck and shoulders

Adventure dining

Get dressed up and get in the car.  Combine flipping a coin and counting for a restaurant. At each intersection flip a coin.  Heads = Right, Tails = Left.  Counting restaurants, stop at the twentieth to eat.  It may be someplace fancy, or McDonald's.  You are both in for a surprise!

Progressive dinners

Have a progressive dinner.  Eat an appetizer at one restaurant, a salad at a different one, a main course at a third, and dessert at another.  Go to the restaurant that has your favorite appetizer, the one with your favorite main dish, and then the one with your favorite dessert.
Dining in

Fine dining at home

Set up your own cafe at home complete with a menu, candles, flowers, chilled glasses, dimmed lights, and romantic music.  Wear nice clothes.  Play the song you heard on your first date, or if you are married, your honeymoon.  Be sure to vary the music, foods, and candles for different dinners.
A heavenly meal / cloud dinner

Use dry ice in your dining room to make clouds.  Five pounds of dry ice will last about one hour in a large metal bowl of warm water.  The warmer the water and the more the block of ice is broken up, the more dense the cloud will become (and the more quickly it will dissolve).  Make sure the area is well-ventilated.  If you are not going to be using the dry ice immediately, pack it in a cooler surrounded with ice or stash it in your freezer.  Don’t buy it more than a few hours in advance if possible.  Use one gallon of hot water for every 2-4 pounds of dry ice.  The smaller the size of dry ice pieces and the higher the temperature of the water, the more fog you will have. http://www.dryiceinfo.com 

Exotic-destination dining at home

Talk with her about where in the world she would like to go with an unlimited travel budget. Take a trip to the library, or surf the Net in order to learn more about that place - like culture, foods, dress, and lingo.  Using what you've learned, create an intimate fantasy evening recreating that place.  And keep saying, "I love you" in that native language.

Other general ideas for at home

· Make a homemade pizza together.

· Roast marshmallows in a fireplace or outdoor grill.

· Put the kids to bed early and have a candlelit dinner.

· Have a barbeque in your backyard.

· Fondue

· Cook together.

· Take turns reading to each other while the other person cleans up and does the dishes.

Breakfast 

· Easy breakfast in bed (at least once a month)

· Food suggestions: cereal with fresh fruit; toast, bagel, or English muffin with jam; half a grapefruit or orange; yogurt with fresh fruit; coffee or tea in a nice cup; orange juice in a crystal glass; and chocolates

· Include a flower in a vase, a cloth napkin, and decorate the plate with a sprig of herb or a thin slice of fruit.  You can put a hand-written card or note on the tray for added impact.

· Be sure to wash the dishes.

· Start his day on a romantic note with fresh bagels and a love note.  The baker might even make you a special heart-shaped bagel if you ask for one the day before.

· For toast and scrambled eggs, cut out a heart on piece of toast, lay it on the other slice, and then scoop the scrambled eggs into the middle of the heart.

· Go out for breakfast.

Picnics

· Regular picnics
· Indoor picnics, replete with picnic basket, candles, blankets, an oscillating fan, and soft music (and maybe secretly arrange for a neighbor's child flutist to come and play.)
· Midnight picnics on the bedroom floor with milk and cookies (maybe ice cream)

· And maybe chocolate fondue: Melt chocolate chips and arrange a fruit dip with strawberries, raspberries, and bananas.

· Roast marshmallows in the fireplace and have s’mores. 

Lunch 

· Make a sandwich, and on the top slice of bread, cut out a heart on the top.

· Surprise her at work by delivering lunch to her office and sharing it with her.

· If you work together, sit in the sun together on lunch breaks.

· Have a “phone date” at lunch.  Even ten minutes talking on the phone at lunch will make a marked improvement in your afternoons.

· If you are packing her a lunch,
· Draw cartoons or write notes on a napkin.

· Include chocolates, a flower, a little poem, or a simple “I love you!”

· Write a short story and send it in installments.

· Carve a message on an apple or pear in the morning and by lunchtime, the message will “magically” appear.

High tea

Try having high tea at a fancy hotel, outdoors, or even at home.  Dress nicely and if you are doing it at home or outdoors, have scones too, or cucumber sandwiches.

Sharing ice cream

· Share licks of an ice cream cone.

· Buy a pint and feed it to each other.

· Make homemade ice cream.

· Order an ice cream cake with a dedication to him inscribed on top.

· Make a homemade deluxe banana split with all the trimmings, and serve with two spoons.
Making romance out of the food itself

· Homemade fortune cookies with personalized fortunes

· Writing messages with licorice string

· Baking a heart-shaped cake, cookies, and pizza

· The pizza parlor will likely be willing to make a pie in the shape of a heart.

· For cakes, you might have to cut a heart shape from a round baking pan or square baking pan before adding extra frosting.

Activity ideas

By season

Summertime

· Share a walk in the rain.

· Fishing

· Have a picnic.

· Concerts in the park

· Go to an air-conditioned movie theater for a double feature.

· Drive-in movie

· Find a waterfall in your state to visit.

· Rent a small boat. Go out to the middle of a lake and watch the stars.

· Swimming in the dark

Picnics

A list of possible items to bring: utensils, a blanket and pillow, fresh fruit, chocolates, champagne or sparkling juice, a kite if it is a windy day, an mp3 player, and a book of poetry

Secret picnics

Suggest going to a movie or lunch, but end up driving to the countryside or to your favorite city park.  You may want to have the food delivered to you at the picnic spot without her knowing about it.  

Christmas in July

If possible, drag out the artificial tree while he is away and decorate it.  If you always get a real one, go to a nursery and find a small potted evergreen to light up.  Bake some Christmas cookies and other favorites.  Put a few presents under the tree and turn the air conditioner on high.  Light a crackling fire in the fireplace while listening to your favorite Christmas tunes.  

Autumn

· Taking a hayride

· Apple picking

· Pumpkin-carving
· Dressing up for Halloween in outfits that match.

Thanksgiving

Make a list of ten things in your relationship for which you are thankful, and share it with her.

Wintertime

Fun with the snow

1. Before the next snowfall, take three large pieces of poster board or cardboard and with a utility blade or X-Acto knife, cut out “I,” “♥,” and “U.”  Place the pieces out on the front lawn before you are expecting a snowfall or heavy frost.  Hopefully it can be done in the dark of night and then removed early in the morning before he awakes.  Cover your trail to the scene of the crime.  When he wakes up, he will see the message in its full splendor.

2. Take a squirt bottle and fill it with ice-cold water and a red liquid (e.g., cherry kool-aid).  Use it to squirt messages in the snow below her bedroom window or office-building window.

3. Secretly clear snow together from the other driveways on your street.

Romantic messages in twinkling lights

Twinkle lights can be arranged to form messages on roofs, fences, or even on the ground to be seen from above.  Whether you use the messages to make a marriage proposal or to reaffirm your love, it will certainly make for a very beautiful and memorable evening.

Keeping him warm in the winter

1. While he is showering, throw his towel in the dryer for a few minutes so that it will be nice and warm for drying off.

2. Make some hot chocolate and snuggle together under a blanket while watching a romantic movie.

3. Rent time in a hot tub for an evening.

4. Build a fire in the fireplace.  Or get a gas-fired fireplace.  Or take him to a local B&B with a fireplace in your own room.

5. Warm up his car on a cold winter morning/night.

6. Use solar power to keep him warm by taking him on a surprise trip to a place with bright sunshine and warm water.

Christmastime 

Making tree ornaments

Here is a recipe for tree ornaments made with cinnamon.  Each batch makes approximately 15-20 (depending on how you bake them).  Ingredients: A 2.37-ounce (67 g) bottle of cinnamon; applesauce; rolling pin; cookie cutters, paper towels; cookie sheet; 1 drinking straw; and ¼ inch ribbon.
Start off with a little less applesauce first.  It is easier to add more applesauce if it is too dry then to add more cinnamon if it is too wet.  Adding more cinnamon does not always work if it is too wet.

1. Take the bottle of cinnamon and empty it into a bowl.  Start with ¼ cup of applesauce and mix the applesauce into the cinnamon using a fork.  If it is too dry, add more applesauce.  It should be the consistency of dough.

2. After the mixture is mixed together, roll the mixture into a ball and knead it with your hands for ten minutes.  The more you knead or “play” with it, the smoother it will become and the nicer it is.  If it is too wet, add more cinnamon.

3. Sprinkle some cinnamon on a flat surface.  Use your rolling pin to roll it out.  Cut out shapes with cookie cutters.  Transfer “cookies” into paper towel-lined cookie sheets.  Use the drinking straw to make a hole in the top of your “cookie.”  Let dry for two days.

4. After “cookies” are dry, take off the rough edges with your fingers or knife.  String cookies with ¼” ribbon.  Store them in an airtight container so the smell lasts longer.  Also, you may want to use a toothpick to make the holes.

Gifting miniature potted Christmas trees 

These can be companions to regular Christmas trees or stand-alone gifts for those who don’t get a tree.  Ways of decorating the midget tree:

· For the pet lover – leash as a garland; decorate with doggy bones, etc.

· For the jewelry lover: earrings, bracelets, necklaces (some plastic and some fancy), and scarf as a garland

· For the sweet tooth – various candies, licorice as the garland

Advent calendars 

Use gifts such as jewelry, poetry, tickets, chocolates, perfumes, or other small items.  To make one from scratch, buy small boxes from a stationery or card store and write the date on the outside of each box when it is to be opened.  You may want to put in clues to be discovered each day that will hint to the gift that will be given.  Be certain to make the first clues difficult because if he figures it out right away, it will spoil the fun for the both of you.   

The Gift Tree

How

Many times

Have you heard

A woman say, "It's the

Little things that are important?"

This following idea capitalizes on the

Concept that it is often better to give ten gifts

Valued at ten dollars than to give one gift valued at two

Hundred

Dollars.

Go to a stationery, party supply, or gift store and purchase several empty gift boxes in different sizes that can be stacked upon one another.  The largest, of course, is at the bottom and the boxes get smaller as you stack them.  Stick with the same-shaped boxes whether they’re round, square, oblong, or rectangular.  Now is to find something small yet meaningful to put in each of the boxes.  Perhaps your sweetheart is a chocoholic?  A sports nut?  A couch traveler?  Etc.

Buy a large ribbon, wrap it under the base, and tie it into a bow at the top of the stack.  You could get really creative and wrap some twinkle lights around the “tree.”  You may also want to make her wait hours or days between opening the boxes.

The twelve days of Christmas

1. On the first day of Christmas: Buy her one box of her favorite cereal and lace it with lots of *prizes."  Throw in some golf tees, Hershey kisses, toy cars, or whatever would bring out the child in her.
2. On the second day: Take out your two engraved toasting glasses from the china cabinet and use them.  Reminisce about the day you first sipped from them. If you don't have any, engrave your own by buying some stencils and etching paste at a crafts store.

3. On the third day: Have three meals together.  You could go all out with breakfast in bed, a picnic lunch, and a candlelit dinner. Better yet, spend less time preparing the meal and more time sharing it together.

4. On the fourth day: Put the pedal to the metal and four on the floor. Take a peaceful drive for the day.  Go to the country, sightsee in the city, or cruise around looking at Christmas lights.

5. On the fifth day: Fax or deliver a photocopy of your five fingers (plus the rest of your hand) to him at work.  Tell him you can’t wait to be together to hold the real thing.

6. On the sixth day: Give her a half dozen of favorite flower – one at a time.  Leave one on the pillow, one on her seat, one at her office, etc.

7. On the seventh day: Count your lucky stars by gazing into the seventh heaven. If the night is overcast, arrange glow-in-the-dark ones on the bedroom ceiling.
8. On the eighth day: Buy an eight-pack of crayons and together design and color a personalized coloring book of happy memories you have shared.
9. On the ninth day: Take out your scrapbooks and other memory collections, soak up the memories of your nine lives together, and plan for the future.
10. On the tenth day: Massage his shoulders for ten minutes, and throw in a back scratch, a foot massage, and a hair brushing.
11. On the eleventh day: Bake eleven of her favorite cookies.  Stick a wooden skewer through the side of each cookie and then wrap the cookie in a colored plastic wrap.  Place them in a box or vase as you would with a dozen roses.
12. On the twelfth day: Present him with a custom-made twelve-month calendar for the new year, using personal photographs and drawings.  Highlight special days.
Wise-men gifts: frankincense, myrrh, and gold

Read the story of the three wise-men presenting Jesus with gifts before you present your gifts to her, gifts of frankincense, myrrh, and gold.

Other Christmas ideas

· Go holiday caroling with other couples.

· Drive around town looking at Christmas lights.

· Make eggnog, with or without the rum.

New Year’s Eve

Throw a New Year's Eve party just for the two of you.  Get some wine glasses, wine, champagne, or whatever he likes to drink.  Decorate with streamers, party hats and noisemakers. Have munchies like fruit, etc. or have a candlelight dinner waiting.  Get some fun music to listen and dance to and on the stroke of midnight go outside with sparklers, throw confetti or give him a long passionate kiss.

New Year’s Day

Baby New Year costume

Serve breakfast in bed in a Baby New Year costume.  You will need to buy or make a Baby New Year costume complete with diaper and sash.

Making romantic resolutions (or future rituals)

1. Kiss each other every day before you go to work.

2. Say, “I love you” to him before going to bed each night.

3. Call him at least once a day to say, “I love you.”

4. Bring home flowers once a month just because.

5. Go to a movie or show once a month, just the two of you.

6. Memorize the words to his favorite poem and recite it while on a date.

7. Sign up for a cooking, dance, or massage class together.

8. Dress up for dinner once a month.

9. Hold hands when you are out together.

Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day should be every day, but here are some specific ideas.

Load up on V-Day cards for year-round use

Visit a local card shop in the six weeks that lead up to Valentine's Day and you're bound to find boxes of Valentine's Day cards for kids.  

Send your card via Loveland, CO or Valentine, NE

Post offices in Loveland, Colorado and Valentine, Nebraska provide a re-mailing service that works like this:  You send them your card in a pre-addressed and stamped envelope inside a larger envelope.  They open the larger envelope, take out the smaller one and "Re-mail" it.  That means a new cancellation mark and a card postmarked from Loveland or Valentine delivered straight to your valentine.  This is a free service.

To receive a unique cancellation and valentine cachet from Loveland (www.loveland.org), just enclose your pre-stamped, pre-addressed Valentines in a larger First Class envelope and mail it to the following address: Postmaster, Valentine Re-mailing, 446 E. 29th St., Loveland, CO 80538.
Your Valentines will be removed from that envelope and hand stamped with the LOVEland cachet, then cancelled at the Loveland Post Office.  To ensure delivery by Valentine's Day, U.S.-destined mail must be received by February 9th, and foreign-destined mail must be received by February 3rd at the Loveland Post Office.

For Valentine, Nebraska, address your card as you would if you were sending the card from your location, stamp and all. Place your card into a larger envelope and mail it to:

Cupid's Mailbox; P.O. Box 201; Valentine, NE 69201

To have your cards delivered by February 14th, they need to be delivered to Cupid's mailbox by Monday, February 5th. All letters received after this date will still receive the cachet but might not be delivered until after Valentine's Day. The Post Office will start sending out stamped letters on Monday, February 5th. http://www.heartcity.com/valentine-info.html 
Springtime

Easter

Get an Easter basket and plastic eggs.  Put little notes and gifts in the eggs and give it to him.

An Easter Advent gift basket

Use gifts such as jewelry, poetry, tickets, chocolates, perfumes, or other small items to put inside plastic Easter eggs much in the way you would with a traditional Advent calendar.  Put them in a basket to be cracked open one day at a time.  You may want to put in clues to be discovered each day that will hint to the gift that will be given on Easter Day itself.  Be certain to make the first clues difficult, because if he figures it out right away, it will spoil the fun for the both of you.   

An Easter egg scavenger hunt

Put one egg in the basket with a note, giving her a romantic riddle.  For instance, you could write, "There is a gift for the one I love. To find it you must go to the fridge and look above." Hide the next egg in the freezer or on top of the refrigerator.  The next note may read, "Roses are red and violets are blue, if you give me a kiss, I will give you a clue."  You can have the next egg in your pocket.  Have a gift hiding with the last egg.  A diamond ring, a single rose with a bottle of wine, or tickets to a special event are excellent ending gifts.

Birthdays

Virtual birthdays (not the real day)

Pretend that it is her birthday, and make it a special day for her.  In the morning make her a special breakfast and leave a "Happy Virtual Birthday" card next to her plate.  Hide presents around the house for her to find in the afternoon, and book a babysitter so you can go out for a nice dinner. Some ideas for celebrating:

· Order a bouquet of balloons.

· Share a banana split.

· Make her favorite meal.

· Tell everyone you meet that it's her birthday.

· Let her sleep late.

Have a different friend call every hour

Give him a birthday present that keeps repeating all day.  A couple days before his birthday call all his friends and relatives and ask them each to call him at a different hour on the hour throughout the day of his birthday.  For instance if he gets up in the morning at 7:00 am, ask a friend to call him then to wish her a happy birthday.  Maybe his mother can call at 8:00am to do the same.  His sister can call at 9:00 and so on.

Thank the in-laws

Send thank-you notes to your in-laws on her birthday or on your anniversary.
Anniversaries and nontraditional holidays

Sing to each other on anniversaries regardless of how you feel about your voice.  Also, for your next anniversary, visit the outlet mall together.  Give each other a certain amount of money to spend on five gifts.  You will have to be creative to find the right five gifts.  Open a gift a day for the five days preceding your anniversary.

Traditional anniversaries

1 – paper, 2 – cotton, 3 – leather, 4 - fruit/flowers, 5 – wood, 6 - candy/iron, 7 - wool/copper, 8 - bronze/pottery, 9 - pottery/willow, 10 – tin/aluminum, 11 – steel, 12 - silk/linen, 13 – lace, 14 – ivory, 15 – crystal, 20 – china, 25 – silver, 30 – pearl, 35 – coral, 40 – ruby, 45 – sapphire, 50 – gold, 55 – emerald. 60 – diamonds

Take turns planning your anniversaries.  Agree on a budget, but other than that, each person should have free reign.  Every third year, plan the anniversary jointly and spend a little more and go somewhere the typical budget does not afford.  On the years that one person is planning, keep the details a secret as much as possible.

A time capsule to open on your 25th anniversary

Put in certain mementos now and dig it out together 25 years from now.  Register your time capsule with the International Time Capsule Society (http://www.futurepkg.com) to ensure that it is found.  Sample items:

· A memento from where you met

· Your national flag

· Recipes from your first dinner

· A postcard of your honeymoon destination

· Music from your wedding

· Locks of your hair

· Your joint family tree

· A menu from your local restaurant

· Love letters to each other in envelopes sealed with a kiss

· An inventory list of all the enclosed items

1st anniversary

Four meaningful paper gifts 

1. Wake her and give her the first present of the day. A small wrapped gift box with notepaper inside that says, "My gift to you is the first ray of sunlight this morning. It represents to me how you light up my life.”  Follow this up with a nice breakfast to start the day right.

2. Before leaving for the day kiss her, and tell her this is her second gift.  Explain to her "This is the first of a million kisses." Then give her a scroll that says, "Redeemable for 999,999 more kisses.”  She’ll spend the day thinking about you and look forward to seeing you again later.

3. A special dinner is certainly appropriate.  Try to time it so it ends just before sunset.  Take her outside, look up at the sky, and wait for the first star to appear.  Tell her, "My third gift to you on our first anniversary is the first star we see tonight.  It represents how you are a wish come true for me.”  Present her with a scroll decorated with your names, the date, hearts, stars, and the words from the children’s rhyme about wishing on a star.

4. For your fourth and final gift, present her with a journal of your thoughts, feelings, etc. for the first year of your marriage.  Try to write at least three times a week during the first year.  Add cute cartoons, photos, sayings, and stickers.  You may want to use colored pens too to spice it up.

2nd anniversary

Take her to a B&B for the cotton sheets!

3rd anniversary

Make a leather bracelet with lettered beads that spell out your names with a heart in between.

4th anniversary

Instead of simply giving her flowers, plant a flower garden in the front yard next spring.

Nontraditional anniversaries, holidays, and celebrations

Think of a calendar date that means something to your relationship.  This might be the day you met, your first date, your first kiss, or any other special moment.  On that date send him flowers with a note recalling the original occasion.  If it is feasible, recreate the right occasion in some way, such as dining at the same restaurant, etc.  He will be surprised and impressed that you took the time to remember and celebrate!

Suggestions for when to celebrate:
· “Monthiversaries” (monthly anniversaries of your wedding date)

· Month or yearly anniversary of your first date

· Half-birthdays

· One-month anniversaries of new jobs

· First day of spring

· After passing that big test

· On the birthday of your children (she went through a lot to bring that baby into the world)

· Longest day of the year

· Any weird holiday in the year: http://www.brownielocks.com/month2.html
Romantic movies (a list)
The American Film Institute’s top 100 romantic 100 films: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AFI%27s_100_Years..._100_Passions 

Some other romantic movies: The Big Easy, Charade, Father Goose, LA Story, Princess Caraboo, A Little Romance
Budget getaway

Stay home.  Tell everyone you're going away.  Unplug the phone.  Go sightseeing in your own area.  Take a bubble bath.  Splurge on dinner at a nice restaurant.  Have breakfast in bed.

Other activity ideas

Keep a cultural calendar in the kitchen for upcoming events.  Put yourself on the mailing list for various museums.  Also visit Meetup.com.  In addition, you might want to put all of your ideas in two bowls – one for the free activities and one for the other one.  Each time you want to do something, pick randomly from a bowl, and then choose from the other bowl next time.  Each person can get one veto.  

Sample ideas: 

· Go to see “Romeo and Juliet.”

· Reenact the balcony scene of “Romeo and Juliet.”
· Cosmic bowling (call your bowling alley to find out if and when they offer it).

· Re-enact your first date, proposal, or honeymoon.  

· Write love letters to each other.  Seal the letters in the envelopes, walk down to the mailbox together, and drop them in the mail.  They'll be a pleasant reminder later in the week about your love for each other.
· A wonderful idea when skating at the rink together: Visit the local ice- or roller-skating rink before your date to speak with the manager.  Explain your desire to surprise your loved one and make her feel special, and see if he will comply to clear the rink and have the two of you called out to skate-dance slowly to “your” song as others look on with gushing “oohs” and “ahhs.”  You may want to select a short song in order to more easily convince the manager.

Assembling / making / painting / writing / reading

· Candle-making (Craft stores have candle-making kits.)

· Clay or play-do sculptures of each other

· A bulletin board for mementos or daily reminders

· Discussing holy texts

· Finger painting

· Redecorating a room in your apartment or house together

· Make him the "model of the evening." Take pictures of him all evening.

· Get two disposable cameras and a scrapbook to invent a picture perfect date.

· A paint-your-own pottery store

· Body paints

· Picture taken in a photo booth

· Make a teddy bear together.

· Make chocolate-covered food together (strawberries, bananas, pretzels, etc.) or other dishes.
At night

· Watch the sunset together.

· Rent a love-story movie.

· Read love poems together at a local bookstore.

· At home read to her stories such as fairy tales, Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs, Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Hansel & Gretel, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, etc.

· Go outside with a blanket and watch stars.

· Reenact a romantic scene from a movie.

Nature

· Go on the swing at the park.

· Take a long walk.

· Tandem-bicycling

· Horseback riding

· Berry picking

· Going to botanical gardens or an arboretum 

· Paintball (revs up the adrenaline)

· Hot-air ballooning with a champagne picnic - http://www.blastvalve.com
Rainy days

· Take a walk without an umbrella if it is warm enough.

· Make a cup of your favorite hot drinks.

· Turn out the lights and light candles.

· Light a fire.

· Bake cookies.

Books / verbal

· Read children's books to one another at the library.

· Select a section and see how many books you can find with the words love or romance in the title (really difficult if you get stuck with the archeology section).

· Find the shortest, longest, worst, or best love poem among the poetry books. Reading it aloud is mandatory.

· Find the oldest book on love or marriage. What are the best and worst ideas inside?

· Share romantic greeting cards at the bookstore.

Sightseeing

· Study up on your local myths or haunted houses and take him on a historic tour.

· Visit an old church.

· Take a map and draw a 30-mile radius around your town.  Post it on a corkboard and throw a dart.  Visit wherever the dart lands.

· Take some dice and tape a piece of paper that says a direction on each side (north, south, east, west), roll the dice at each available turn and that can determine where you go.

· Go for a drive through the countryside
· Rent motorcycles for the day.

· A tour at a sweets factory

· A planetarium or observatory

· Rent a convertible for the weekend.

· A romantic train ride

· Rent a horse-drawn carriage

Shopping / window shopping

· Test-drive a few expensive cars together.

· Go window-shopping for luxury items.

· Visit an art gallery.

· Go house hunting and pretend you are shopping for a house.

· Antiquing

· Outlet malls – go with twenty dollars each and find four gifts to give one another.

· A toy store

· Lingerie shopping

Dancing

· Phantom charity ball

· Donate to an organization, and have a nice evening of dressing well, eating well, and dancing, either at home or at a local nightclub

· Visit a nightclub in another town where you definitely won’t know anyone.

· Ballroom / waltz

· Swing

· Salsa

· Tango 

· Square dancing

· Slow cheek-to-cheek dancing in public

· Dancing on the grass somewhere

· Dancing in the dark

· Dancing in your living room during a romantic dinner at home

Being in the audience / congregation

· Go to a peewee football game and cheer for the losing team.

· Attend an elementary choir performance.

· Go to church together.

· A drive-in movie

· The circus

· Visit a psychic / palm reader

· The symphony

· The ballet

Classes together

Classes: dancing, cooking, gym classes, web design, CPR, and massage
When one person is traveling

General ideas

· Be the last to hang up the phone or the video chat, such as video Skype.

· Personalize phone cards with each other’s photo.

· Use each other’s slightly worn t-shirts as pillowcases.
· Send video messages with a digital camcorder and Youtube (private access).

· Send a totally blue flower arrangement delivered with a note saying, “I’m blue without you.”

· Put your voice on tape for her by reading a book.  What you record depends on the tastes of your significant other.  If you want to be creative, you could write your own story to read or you could take an existing story and change the names and other details of the book to closely match your life.  Just make sure the story has a happy ending.  You may want to have a book made about the two of you by www.booksbyyou.com .

· Make a photocopy of your hand and mail it or fax it to her so that she can hold your hand while you are apart.

· Buy a talking travel alarm clock from Brookstone on which each of you can record your voices to wake the other one up.

· Movie time: When you know that you are going to be separated by one or more time zones, suggest that you both watch a romantic movie at the same time, taking into account the time difference.  When the couple in the movie kisses, celebrate by toasting with a drink.  Later, call and talk about what you liked about the movie.

Monsieur / Madame Bear
An ideal way of reminding her about you when one of you is away on business is through a stuffed animal.  Teddy bears and all of their stuffed cousins make perfect surrogate mates.  They can do almost everything on your behalf while you are gone.  They will listen endlessly to her and not complain.  They will share dinner with her and eat with impeccable manners.  They will even cuddle with her all night long without expecting anything in return.

If she is the one traveling, you can send Monsieur Bear along with her or even have him waiting at her destination.  Try writing a note and attaching it to the bear explaining why you are giving him to her.

To extend the idea even further, you can send a letter to Monsieur Bear.  Send it in care of her. Of course she will be the one who reads it but in the letter you can state things like, "You know I love my wife very, very much, and Monsieur Bear, I want you to protect her while she and I are apart.  Also, make sure she gets plenty of rest and eats her vegetables while I am gone.  If it thunders at night, put your arm around her to keep her from being afraid."  It may sound a bit silly, but it will make a big impression.

In addition to notes and letters, you can have the bear give presents to her on your behalf.  You can put a necklace around the bear's neck, etc.  If you or your loved one is frequently out of town, this is one idea that can be used over and over.  Just attach a new letter, card, or present and you are set.

Box of cards

If you're going to be gone for a while, buy or make enough cards so that you have one for each day that you're gone.  Date the envelopes for each day and write a little note in the card for that day.  Put all the notes in a special gift-wrapped box, and give it to your sweetheart before you leave.  While you're away, he can open and read a daily personal, romantic note from you.

Chains of love

Leave a paper chain made out of construction paper.  She should open the link at the moment when he misses you most.  Each of the links should show how many days you have been gone and how many days remain before you come home.  Write out sweet messages, and have some refer her to a specific friend for a surprise gift.

Night under the stars

Get a piece of black poster board and attach a silk flower, some glow in the dark stars, a piece of blanket, and a picture of the two of you.  Send it to your honey with a note that says, "Redeem this poster for a real night under the stars as soon as I return.  Until then, know that I'm thinking about you each time the stars come out."

Spelling out postcard messages, one letter of the alphabet daily

Postcards can be very cheap to mail.  Some places carry them for free.  If you have eight postcards, you can send one a day and spell out “I love you.”  Or, if you have more, you can keep him guessing and spell out something like, “I love your bod…acious smile.”

Bring home small gifts

Bring home a toiletry item from the hotel, a matchbook from a restaurant, a brochure about the city you visited, a postcard photo that carries a special meaning for your relationship or other souvenirs from the trip.  Also, if you know in advance that you will be going away on a business trip without her, you can plan on having greeting cards arrive home several of the days you are gone.  You will need to gauge ahead of time how long it takes for mail to arrive at your house and plan accordingly.

Mail items to the person traveling

Mail postcards, letters, or packages to the location where he will be.

A "Bon Voyage" bag

Decorate a bag with a "Bon Voyage" message, and include a deck of cards, magazines, love notes, gum, a current newspaper, a phone card, Monsieur/Madame Bear, and a can of a favorite juice or soda.

With children

When your baby is born

Mommy gifts when your baby is born
· A gold charm with two charms on it – a gold cutout of a baby and another one saying “Mom”
· A locket and chain to keep her new baby’s picture close to her heart

· Boy or girl pendant with chain
· Homemade certificate for lengthy massages
· Customized chocolate bars for her friends: http://wrappedhersheys.com/g/Girl-Birth-Announcements-ALL-Girl-Candy-Bars.cfm, www.babybar.com 

· A gift basket with lullaby music and stuffed animals for the baby, and bubble bath and body lotion for Mom

· A blank family scrapbook after a child is born

· Have the first entry be a romantic poem and the words to the song that you might have sung together at your wedding.

Father’s Day or his birthday

Help your children make cookies, a macaroni necklace, a card or something from popsicle sticks.  Let them do as much as possible by themselves.  Small children can color a picture or finger-paint.  If they are too young to paint or draw, dip their hands or feet in finger paint and press them on paper, or trace their hand onto paper.  Write their name and date on it so he can keep it forever.  Always use things from around the house as much as possible, which teaches children to give of themselves instead of the easy way of buying something.  

You can also have them write a story about him and the kinds of things he does for them and how much they love him.  Have them draw pictures to go with the story.  You can help them put it in book form.  A sentence or two with each picture is sufficient.  Staple it together or punch holes in the paper and use yarn or ribbon to hold it together.  You can also make your own little book about him as a father with your feelings in it.

Private time each day and “date night”

Take a small amount of time from each day and establish it as “private time” so the children grow up knowing and understanding that Mom and Dad need time alone to themselves.

Also, establish a date night.  This should be in the middle of the week when both of you are in real need of a breather.  If you can’t afford a babysitter, try to make an arrangement with a neighbor or family member with offspring where you can trade off watching the children one night a week.  A good suggestion for planning is to take turns.  You may want to set a budget for the whole month and either you can take four average-costing dates or two cheap dates and two more costly ones each month.  You can plan the date in secret or give each other suggestions.

On your child’s birthday

Just as you should do with your mother-in-law on your wife’s birthday, thank your wife in some way for the pain that she went through to bring the child into the world.
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